PPC 9441. 1994( 09)

United States Environnental Protection Agency
Washi ngton, D.C. 20460
O fice of Solid Waste and Energency Response

April 12, 1994

Mark Cl ements, Senior Cheni st

Conpl i ance Services

ZEP Manuf act uring Conpany

1310 Seaboard I ndustrial Boul evard, N W
Atl anta, Georgia 30301

This letter is in response to your January 7, 1994,
correspondence regarding the testing of used filters in your Dyna
Cl ean system You posed several questions, given a scenario pf a
| arge truck mmi ntenance operation with approxi mately 50 nmi ntenance
facilities nationw de, that are addressed bel ow

1) I s each separate maintenance facility obligated to test a
representative used filter elenment to determ ne the regul atory
status of their used Dyna Clean filters?

According to federal regulations the testing of your filters
is not necessary. Pursuant to 40 CFR 262.11, a hazardous waste
deternmination may be made by using either know edge of the waste or
by using anal ytical nmethods. If the solvent used is a |listed
hazardous waste that is found under 40 CFR 261.31, then the filters
are consi dered hazardous waste and no testing of the filters is
necessary. |If a solvent not listed in _261.31 is being used and
this solvent does not conme in contact with |isted hazardous waste,
the filter itself is not a |listed hazardous waste. However, if the
filters thensel ves exhibit a characteristic after use, then they
woul d be consi dered hazardous waste. The regul ati ons contained in
40 CFR 261 Subpart C or an equival ent method approved by the
Admi ni strator under 40 CFR 260.21 can assist in the determ ning
whet her the waste exhibits a characteristic of toxicity,
ignitability, corrosivity, or reactivity.

2) Coul d a nationwi de random sanpling of filters be tested to
characterize the filters on a nationw de basis? Could the results
of these randomtests be used by the other facilities, under the
headi ng of generator know edge, as an aid in determ ning the status
of their used Dyna Clean filters?

According to your letter, Zep's Dyna Cl ean parts washing
system contai ns no hazardous materials in either its solvents or
filters. The problemis that we do not know what material is being
cl eaned by the system The nmmterial being cleaned appears to be the
only possible source of contam nation in your system

It is not possible to give a blanket exenption to a process of
this nature as you have no control over the type of material that
m ght be cleaned in this operation. A nationw de random sanpling of
filters would only be appropriate if all of your clients were
operating your cleaning systemin the same way on the sanme type of
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mat eri al

This gets us back to generator know edge. If the generator
knows that no TC hazardous substances are present in the materia
bei ng cl eaned, then the used filters and solvents fromthe process
woul d not be a RCRA hazardous waste. |If the generator is unsure
whet her TC hazardous substances are present, then representative
sanpl es of the filters and sol vents should be coll ected and
analyzed to verify their status under RCRA. This information then
beconmes the basis for future generator know edge about the waste.
If the waste proves non-hazardous, as long as the process or type
of material being cleaned doesn't change, further testing should be
unnecessary as docunented generator know edge has proven it does
not pose a hazard.

3) How many used Dyna Clean filters should be tested?

G ven the answers above, if the facility wants to test its
filters, we reconmend gui dance fromlocal (i.e. state or EPA
regional) officials. EPA Headquarters cannot advise the facility of
the precise nunber of filters that should be tested other than to
say it nmust be enough to satisfy
_ 262.11.

Assuming that the filters are not regul ated as hazardous
wastes, 40 CFR Part 260, et seq., the avail able disposal options
are defined by the state, if it is authorized, in which the
generator of the waste is |ocated. You or your customer should
contact the particular authorized state in order to ascertain this
information. If the state is not authorized, the regional EPA
of fice adm ni sters the hazardous waste program EPA requires only
that state prograns be at | east as stringent as the Federa
program States always have the option of being nore stringent if
t hey choose.

I hope this information clarifies these issues for you. If you
have any further questions, please contact Anthony D. Carrell of ny
staff by mail or at (202) 260-6607.

Si ncerely,
Davi d Bussard, Director
Characteri zati on and Assessnent Di vi si on

cc: Ken Ggliello, OAPE
Wast e Managenent Division Directors, Regions |-X
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